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Need to clean out the
garage? Downsize
your living arrange-
ments? Get more or-
ganization in your
life? Attend the April
22nd meeting for free
tips on how to do it.
See Below.

SPRING CLEANING

The second General Membership
Meeting of the year will be at the
Waialae Country Club on April 22nd
at the usual time. (See page 9 for a
reservation form.) The guest speaker
will be Denise Mazzanti, owner and
operator of "It's Your Move”. She will
talk to us about getting organized
and regaining valuable space in our
kitchens, closets, and garages. She
will also give us tips on how to pre-
pare for a move or just with a major
down-sizing project. Denise is a
member of NAPO (National Associa-
tion of Professional Organizers) and
sits on the board of HAPO (Hawaii
Association of Professional Organiz-
ers). Even if you are not planning any
major changes at this time, Denise
will give you pointers that may well
come in handy sooner
than you expect. Most
V4 of us are in the
2 “down-sizing” phase
fand suddenly realize
Jwe need a change.
Some of us can use

ideas on how to get rid of the clutter
somewhere. I wonder if she has
ideas for what [ call desk clutter?
(Especially around newsletter dead-
line time or tax time!)

MERRY MONTH OF MAY

May is the month in which we have
our first evening event of the year,
that is our annual China Night. This
came about because many members
were still working for other compa-
nies and were unable to attend our
lunch time meetings. Some still are
working for other companies. If that
is true for you, this is your opportu-
nity to meet some of the luncheon
regulars who always attend China
Night.

Mark your calendar for May 22nd.
The event will be held at Hee Hing
Restaurant in one of their private
rooms. The menu includes Chinese
Chicken Salad, Diced Winter Melon
Soup, Hong Kong Style Crisp Chicken,
Peking Duck, Salt/Pepper Shrimp,
Steamed Fish Filet, Choy Sum with




Oyster Sauce and rice and dessert. Social
hour starts with no host cocktails at 5:30, din-
ner will be served at 6:30 and the price will
be $25, including tax and tip. You will find a
reservation form on page 8.

ROMANCE OF THE SKIES

In our February issue, we reprinted an article
from the San Francisco Chronicle on the un-
timely disappearance of the Stratocruiser Ro-
mance of the Skies in 1957 between Honolulu
and San Francisco. This brought back memo-
ries from some employees who were working
at that time. Jack Smith mentions his mem-
ory of the plane’s departure but first he gives
background information on normal operations
at that time.

"In 1957 we no
longer had a shift
foreman and a
shift supervisor in
Passenger  Ser-
vice. They were
classified as
'Passenger Super-
__|visor I who had
1the responsibility
of the overall su-
44 pervision of every-
& thing on the shift
and the direct su-
= —pervision of all

activities in the terminal. (Remember we are
talking about the old terminal on Lagoon
Drive). The assistant supervisor was classi-
fied as "Supervisor II" (my position) and was
responsible for all passenger activity on the
ramp, which included meeting and [sending
off] departing flights. Supervisor II was given
a passenger service agent team of 3 to 5
agents. This team met arriving flights, opened
the cabin door (note the single ‘door”), en-
sured that all passengers had disembarked
and then headed over to the baggage claim
area to handle any passenger problems, i.e.
lost baggage, ground transportation, etc.

They then took the baggage of departing pas-
sengers, that had been tagged by the check-in
agent as cabin baggage, and place it at the
passenger's seat prior to boarding. Prior to
boarding, the boarding agent gathered up:

1. An aluminum clipboard with the passenger
seat chart, specifying the name of the pas-
senger in each seat;

2. A bull horn for paging passengers by name
if necessary (remember this was all out on
the ramp—no jetways in those days);

3. An 8-inch by 24-inch aluminum destination
sign to be inserted over the boarding gate;

4. And, finally, a Motorola walkie-talkie that
was so big it must have weighed 5 pounds.

What this all leads up to is that I do remember
the night [the Stratocruiser disappeared]. 1 was
the Assistant Passenger Supervisor on the ramp
and we were working hard, all departments, to
get all flights out on time. We wanted to tie or
break the timeliness record. We got all the
checked-in passengers cleared through the gate
and on board. I went up the circular stairs to
secure the cabin door and, if there was a delay,
it would not be on Passenger Service. Suddenly
I heard a voice behind me asking if he could
come on board. I turned to look to see who
would be asking such a question at this late
hour. It was the Captain! I could only come up
with one response: 'Only if you call this one on
time!” He did.”

PAN AM CONNECTIONS

This is a unique story of camaraderie and patri-
otism that goes back to 1541 and the chaotic
days following the Pearl Harbor attack. The de-
tails lay obscured in misty memories and dusty
archives until earlier this year when veteran
PAA Clipper flight engineer, Tom Kewin, sent
a query to Gary Meyers. Gary is a retired Ma-
rine Corps officer and former Northwest Airlines
employee who presently volunteers at the Pa-
cific Aviation Museum. The two had met earlier
when Gary was doing some PAA research and
had contacted Tom via the internet.



Tom vaguely remembered seeing an article
about the Honolulu Police Department in a local
newspaper many years ago. When the war
started, a sports team from San Jose State Uni-
versity (he thought) had supposedly been ma-
rooned in Honolulu and had trouble getting

home " . .. So most of them became police-
men and stayed in Hawaii. . . .” Tom won-
dered if Gary had read the same account. Gary
had not but the story sounded so intriguing that
he promised to look into it. The trail took many
twists and turns and the details remain sketchy
at best. There was, however, a kernel of truth
to the story which served to reinforce once
again why the Americans of the World War II
era are often referred to as "The Greatest Gen-
eration.”

Not one but 7WO mainland football teams had
been trapped in Honolulu by the Pearl Harbor
attack. The San Jose State Spartans (San Jose,
CA) and the Willamette University Bearcats
(Salem, OR) had been invited here to compete
against the University of Hawaii in the Shrine
Bowl.

On Saturday evening, December 6th, the Warri-
ors beat the Bearcats 20-6 at the old Honolulu
Stadium. This event turned out to be the first
and last game of the 1541 Shrine Bowl for at
0755 the next morning, America would be at
war and football would be the last thing on
anyone’s mind.

With the games cancelled, the team members
and their mainland supporters volunteered to
help the police and other local authorities by
performing guard-related duties and working
as aides at the military hospitals.

Twelve days later, the groups were able to
book passage on the vastly overloaded USS
President Coolidge by agreeing to help tend to
the seriously wounded who were being evacu-
ated. (A few members may have remained
behind either to join the Honolulu Police De-
partment or enlist in the military. This specu-
lation has yet to be confirmed.) The ship ar-
rived in San Francisco Bay on Christmas Day.
For the Spartans and the Bearcats, their
dream trip had turned into a nightmare. As a
reporter for the San Jose Mercury News later
observed, "Our team went on an extended
road trip and stumbled into a world war.”

Editor’s note: As a flight attendant, 1 flew
with Tom Kewin many times during my 23
years at Pan Am. But it was Gary Meyers and
Jack Smith who got us back in touch recently.
[ was included on e-mail messages about the
football teams and began a correspondence
with Gary. He contributed the information in
this article.

Tom Kewin, as pictured in Wally Dean's
book, Along the Line, a kind of flight crew
yearbook published in 1965.




driver's permit as soon as allowed by law. At
the time, the work didnt always seem like fun
but, yes, overall they were fun years. And the
occasional day off during the summer was a
wonderful treat. Farm kids always looked for-
ward to the start of school in the fall!

PAN AM PEOPLE

Allan and Pat Mosher joined the Clipper Pio-
neers Caribbean Cruise in March. He sent us
the photo below of the happy group on the
MSC Lirica. He reported that the ship was beau-
tiful and in pristine condition. The owner of the
shipping line, which includes 350 ships, once
had a job as a Pan Am Baggage handler—while
working his way through college. Allan says
that cruises on MSC ships are often available on
Interline discount websites. He added, ™1 can't

say enough good things about this cruise.”
MSC (Mediterranean Shipping Cruises) are
known for their Italian ambience. . . . Carol
Weiss-Suyderhoud has been working hard
with a small group of dedicated people to
bring the Hawaii Kai Bark Park to fruition.
Their efforts are paying off and the dog park
will be open to the public soon. Carol and her
five 4-footed friends can hardly wait.

Marge Walther, mentioned on the previous
page, has made a move recently. She is still
living in Klamath Falls, Oregon, but her street
address has changed to 3500 Summers Lane,
Unit 1. Her phone and e-mail contacts remain
the same. . Chutima Leider sent some
amazing photos of a hobbyist's basement
which has a scale model of the Pan Am termi-
nal at JFK. The field and terminal even have
lights for night operations. There was no in-




formation with the photos
but the title of the message
was “Ramon Cheleuitte’s
Basement.” We googled the
name and discovered he is a
physician who lives in Maine.
He also belongs to a hobby
group. The members build
models to 1/400 scale. The
photos here were taken in
his basement.

We wish we could print these
photos in color, as the pho-
tos came to us, but color
printing is more than our
budget allows.

A Nighttime operations.

¥ Note the runway lights as Pan Am
gets set for take-off.




JAPAN REPORT

Ben Kinoshita reported on recent activities in
his area for the Pan American Historical Foun-
dation. He writes:

I've been quite busy being still active with con-
ducting classes for IATA Training and Develop-
ment Institute in Singapore, China, Taiwan,
Bangladesh, Thailand and Vietnam. Due fo
such, I have missed the Pan Am Hong Kong
get-together on November 8th, 2007, and the
Tokyo Alumni assembly at the usual site, the
Foreign Correspondent Club in Tokyo, on De-
cember 8th, 2007.

I managed to join the Osaka get-together on
February 10, 2008. We had 38 old but young-
in-hearts assemble at a towering hotel across
from Osaka’s Kansai International Airport. Video
clippings of dear old Pan Am were shown and
we enjoyed a wonderful afternoon.

Pictures of the gathering can be seen on Pan
Am Japan’s website. The pages are mostly in
Japanese but you can see photos of our activi-
ties. Please access: www.011.upp.so-net.ne.jp/
PanAmJlapan and click Blog “Clipper News”.
Thence click on “Archives December 2007” and
you can see the December Tokyo gathering.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN . ..

James Macklin Hill passed
on at the age of 81. He was !
born in the Islands and at- e

tended Roosevelt High fk——/(/ki\ j

School. He joined Pan Am ini.._,
7 “;b B

.//

SFO as a passenger service

agent but returned to Hawaii “~

in 1955. He was with Pan

Am, in various positions, un- /
til 1979. He then worked for

a local property management company, Chaney
Brooks. He suffered from Alzheimer's during his
later years. He is survived by sons, Brian and
Peter, and sister, Sallie Cox.

Harriet Hidee De St. Martin, 86, passed
away March 10th. She was born and raised in
Honolulu. She was a Pan Am employee who
worked in the commissary department. She is
survived by her husband, Jean Claude;
daughters Cleo Fazzini, Mary Seyler and Lorna
Stern; brothers Richard, Henry and George
Nomiyama; eight grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.

Virginia Ahrendt Siems, 94, passed away
recently. She was a nurse and worked in the
Pan Am medical office in HNL. She and her
husband had a lovely home in Wahiawa and
used to host social events for fellow employ-
ees. She loved to travel and made use of her
Pan Am travel privileges to see much of the
world. Her husband pre-deceased her. She is
survived by four grandchildren.

A FOND FAREWELL

Having been through it ourselves, our sympa-
thy is with

the employ-
ees of Aloha
Airlines and
ATA, both
of whom
filed for

bankruptcy in March. For those who really
loved their jobs and the people with whom
they worked, this is a difficult time. We wish
them the best in finding new jobs and adapt-
ing to the changes bankruptcy brings on.

TRAVEL ALERT

If you have a computer and can check the lat-
est airline and security regulations, you are,
indeed, fortunate. You can be prepared for
the latest changes in requirements of the TSA
(Transportation Security Administration) and















